Arkansas State Code:
Sec. 9-2-101. Name change - Procedure.
(a) Upon the application of any person within the jurisdiction of the courts, the chancery and circuit
courts shall have power, upon good reasons shown, to alter or change the name of the person.
(b) When application is made to the courts under this section, it shall be by petition, in writing,
embodying the reasons for the application.
(c)(1) When allowed, the petition shall, by order of the court, be spread upon the record, together with
the decree of the court.
(c)(2) An appropriate order, as prescribed in this subsection, may be made by a chancellor or circuit
judge in vacation. This order shall have the same force and effect as if made at term time.
History. Acts 1851, §§ 1, 2, p. 72; C. & M. Dig., §§ 7756, 7757; Pope’s Dig., §§ 10123, 10124; Acts
1943, No. 15, § 1; 1985, No. 542, § 1; A.S.A. 1947, §§ 34-801, 34-802; Acts 1989, No. 52, §1.
Sec. 9-2-102. Use of new name. Any person whose name may be so changed by judgment or decree of
any of the courts shall afterward be known and designated, sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded,
by the name thus conferred, except that records of persons under the jurisdiction and supervision of the
Department of Correction shall continue to reflect the name as committed to the department’s
jurisdiction and supervision by the various circuit courts of the State of Arkansas.
History. Acts 1851, § 3, p. 72; C. & M. Dig., § 7758; Pope’s Dig., § 10125; A.S.A. 1947, § 34-803;
Acts 1989, No. 52, § 2.
The information in this Document is an outline of one way to file a name change in Arkansas without a
Lawyer. Arkansas has no name change form; it is up to each person to make their own. But it has to
have the required parts.
1. Cover Sheet - State of Arkansas Circuit Court: Civil (pg. 2)
2. Petition for Name Change (pg. 3)
3. Verification - Must be signed by a Notary Public (pg. 4)
4. Court Order (pg. 5)
You will need to write your own documents this is only a guide made from documents that have been
used by Transgender folks in other parts of the State. I would like to thank Sherry Lanina for the
information she posted on her web page about her name change.
I hope that this information is a help to you in your quest to be the human you were born to be.

To Save a copy of this form to your
computer, please click the disk icon
on the toolbar above.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BENTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS
IN RE: ____________________________________.
PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
The petitioner, ___________________________________, hereby states:
1. Petitioner is over the age of eighteen (18) years and is a resident of Benton County, Arkansas.
2. Petitioner wishes to change his/her name because
Petitioner is currently undergoing the process of a gender change. Petitioner has been diagnosed as a
transsexual by a licensed therapist has been taking ___________________ hormones to alter
petitioner’s appearance to that of a _________, and to comply with the World Professional
Association for Transgender Health (WPATH) (WPATH, formerly known as the Harry Benjamin
International Gender Dysphoria Association, Inc. (HBIGDA) is a professional organization devoted to
the understanding and treatment of gender identity disorders. Standards of Care require petitioner to
live as a _________ for a period of not less than one year, to be approved for gender reassignment
surgery. Petitioner intends to continue taking ___________________ hormones and is living as a
_________ full time.
3. Petitioner states and affirms that this request for a name change is not for the purpose of fraud, of
violating any law, and is not and will not be detrimental to the interest of any other reason.
4. The petitioner, by his/her own affidavit, submits to the court that upon first being duly sworn under
oath before a Notary Public, all relevant facts as to why he/she desires a name change have been
revealed herein.
Therefore, he/she would like to be known henceforth as ________________________________.
WHEREFORE, petitioner requests that this court allow his/her name to be legally changed from
______________________________ to ____________________________, and for this Court to
order such a change in accordance with the laws of Arkansas.

Respectfully submit

_______________________________, Petitioner

VERIFICATION
STATE OF ARKANSAS
COUNTY OF BENTON

On this ______ day of ______________, ______, _____________________________
personally appeared before me, a Notary Public for the above county, who stated that the
statements contained in the foregoing Petition were true and correct to the best of his/her
knowledge, information and belief.

__________________________________
__________________________, Petitioner
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this ______day of ______________, ______.

_____________________________
Notary Public

___________________________________
My Commission Expires

[NOTARY SEAL]

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BENTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS

IN RE: ______________________________ ORDER FOR NAME CHANGE

On this date, the petition of _______________________________ is presented, the petitioner
appearing in person, prose, and the Court, from the petition filed herein, the testimony given, and
other proof before the Court, finds:
The petitioner has shown reasonable cause for changing his/her name.
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that petitioner’s name be changed from
_____________________________ to ____________________________ and that petitioner shall
hereinafter be known as ______________________________, and IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that
he/she shall sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, by the name
_____________________________.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the petition filed herein and this order be entered by the Clerk upon
the record of this Court.

___________________________________
CIRCUIT JUDGE

______________________
Date

